
  

 

do not meet the 
requirements of  
formality 
 

do not meet the  
requirements of 
patentability 

20 years  
from international  

filing date 

Notice of Formality 
Examination 

Formality Refusal 

National Office of 
Intellectual Property 

Court 

Ministry of Science 
& Technology 

Deemed to be 
Withdrawn 

Notice of Substantive 
Examination 

Granting Refusal 

Refusal of 
Granting a Patent 

Final Decision of 
Refusal 

Final Decision of 
Refusal 

EXAMINATION PROCESS OF  
PCT PATENT APPLICATION  

IN VIETNAM 

Original Application 

PCT Application 

Entry into VN Phase 

Formality Examination 

Decision on Formality 
Acceptance 

Publication in Gazette 

Request for Substantive 
Examination 

Substantive 
Examination 

Notice of Payable Fees 
for Granting a Patent 

Grant, Registration and 
Publication of Patent 

Court 

Ministry of Science 
& Technology 

12 months 

31 months (06 month grace) 

02 months 

42 months  
(06 month grace) 

18 months,  
whichever is later 

defect 

response (within 01 month, may be prolonged only one time) 

no response 

appeal 

appeal 

appeal 

appeal 

 
meet the requirements 
of formality 

meet the requirements  
of formality 
 

(90 days) 

 

(1 year) 

 

(30 days) 

not filed 

filed 

response (within 02 months, may be prolonged only one time) 
 

do not  
meet the  

requirements of patentability 

no response 

meet the requirements  
of patentability 

appeal 

appeal 

appeal 

appeal 

(90 days) 

(1 year) 
(30 days) 

not paid 

paid 

meet the requirements  
of patentability 

01 month 

Expiry of Patent 

01 month 

National Office of 
Intellectual Property 

(1 year) 

(1 year) 


